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Including Case Studies As the more obvious and sensible properties of plants, such as colour, taste,
and smell, have but little connexion with the diseases they are adapted to cure; so their peculiar
qualities have no certain dependence upon their external configuration. Their chemical
examination by fire, after an immense waste of time and labour, having been found useless, is now
abandoned by general consent. Possibly other modes of analysis will be found out, which may turn
to better account; but we have hitherto made only a very small progress in the chemistry of animal
and vegetable substances. Their virtues must therefore be learnt, either from observing their effects
upon insects and quadrupeds; from analogy, deduced from the already known powers of some of
their congenera, or from the empirical usages and experience of the populace. The first method
has not yet been much attended to; and the second can only be perfected in proportion as we
approach towards...
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