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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.Excerpt from Speech of Hon. John a McClernand, of Illinois, on the State of the Union: Delivered in the House of Representatives, January 14,
1861 Mr. Chairman: When an impending danger can be no longer stayed or averted, is it not the part of wisdom and duty to meet, and, if possible,
overcome it? Such, I think, is a sound can on of statesmanship. Acting on this belief, I propose rather briefly to deal with the question of secession
now actually upon us. First, I deny the constitutional right of any State to secede from the Union; second, I deprecate the exercise of any such
assumed right as a measure of revolution, which, in the present case, must embroil the country in a sanguinary and wasting civil war. Starting with
these postulates, I proceed with the e ort to make them good. Our fathers, just emerged from colonial thraldom, and jealous of consolidated
political power, when they come to frame the Articles of Confederation, adopted in 1778, run into the opposite extreme of dispersed and divided
power. They formed an alliance, or at most a league, of sovereign Stales, under what might be called a treaty between independent Governments.
In the language of one of the articles, they entered into a firm league of friendship with each other for the common defense; no more. Hence the
Government, or Congress of the Confederation, was wholly destitute of any essential faculty of sovereignty. It had neither the right to prescribe a
rule of action for its constituent body, nor the power to enforce one. It was without legislative, executive, or judicial authority. It could only advise,
recommend, and entreat; and...
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